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It’s a very strange way for us to greet the spring season. Every-

thing is becoming green again. Flowers are opening and in-

viting the insects to come grab some nectar and spread a lit-

tle pollen. And many of us sit inside the house, with school 

and work stopped, worried about who will get sick: our rela-

tives, friends, ourselves. There’s no way for us to wish away 

the bad stuff from this pandemic virus, but we can create little 

spaces of beauty and peace here and there. We can take a 

little bit of our day and focus it on what is still good. There is 

music. There are stories and poems. There are connections 

with people we care about, even if some of those connections 

have to be through phones or computers for now. And there 

is nature. 

I’ve been getting out some, while following the guidelines 

about keeping my distance from others. I’ve taken photos of 

insects, flowers, and a cute baby ribbonsnake born last year, 

just before it swam away and hid underwater in a pond. I’ve 

written about such things in my nature journal, which helps 

me remember them later but also helps me think through and 
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really appreciate what I’ve seen as I’m writing.  

You might have a chance to visit a nearby park or 

preserve – I hope you have one nearby. If not, you 

might spend some time investigating what grows or 

lives in your yard. There may be flowers, there may 

be spiders or bugs. For example, Crane Flies! Have 

you been seeing Crane Flies? The adults appear at 

the end of winter or beginning of spring, looking 

like big, clumsy mosquitos. However, they are flies 

and they cannot hurt you. When they emerge from 

their larval stage, they mate, females lay eggs, and 

they die within about two weeks. They have such 

long, thin legs – do you suppose that’s why they call 

them “crane” flies, because their legs re-

minded people of the really long, thin legs 

of birds like Sandhill Cranes or Whooping 

Cranes?  

Anyway, I would love to know how your 

spring is going. Could you share your story 

with others? It would be fun to see or hear 

about the birds, butterflies, lizards or frogs, 

squirrels or flowers that you are seeing. You 

might inspire others to get out and find 

things, too! I hope to publish a few draw-

ings or short letters or journal notes that 

you might write about what you are seeing.  

If you would like, you could tell me a little 

about how you are getting through this 

time when schools and most other things 

are closed and people may be stressed. Is 

there anything you would like to share 

about how you make it a good day using 

something in the natural world? 

With permission from you and a parent or 

responsible adult, I would look over what 

you have drawn or written and choose one 

or two to include in the next Treefrog Times 

and on the Lives in Nature blog, too. Draw-

ings or handwritten notes can be scanned 

and emailed, or you can take a good photo 

of what you drew or wrote. Send it to me at livesin-

nature@outlook.com. Thanks! 

 

(Parents: I would welcome drawings from younger chil-

dren or from school-aged or middle school kids, and 

would love to get anything that they might write, either as 

a Word doc, in the body of an email, or scanned. Please 

know that I may not use everything that I receive, but will 

reply to each and every one.) 

How Is Your Spring—I Really Want to Know, continued 

Crane Fly (photo by Meghan Cassidy) 

mailto:livesinnature@outlook.com
mailto:livesinnature@outlook.com


The Treefrog Times  |  March, 2020, No.2  Page 3 

 

Places to Go: 

Tandy Hills Natural Area 
3400 View Street, Fort Worth, TX 76103 |  www.tandyhills.org  

Imagine rolling hills covered with prairie grasses 

and flowers, mixed with areas of junipers and other 

trees. Tandy Hills is 160 acres (and soon will be big-

ger with the purchase of an adjacent 51 acres!) 

owned by the City of Fort Worth, managed by the 

Fort Worth Nature Center & Refuge, and looked af-

ter by a dedicated group of prairie-lovers, the 

Friends of  Tandy Hills Natural Area. 

The area is east of downtown and just south of I-30, 

accessed from View Street within a residential 

neighborhood.  Prairies, as they existed before 

white settlers, are mostly gone and what remains are 

mostly small remnants.  Tandy Hills is a rare jewel 

that has never been plowed or developed.  

A network of trails will take you around much of the 

preserve, but keep in mind that the trails are narrow 

tracks in soil or limestone (as I write this, the recent 

rains have made them muddy, so give them a little 

time to dry out before you visit). The other thing that 

is very important is to stay on the trails! The place 

gets lots of visitors, and if they all cut across the prai-

rie, the grasses and flowers would be beaten down 

into mud or dust. Please don’t leave the trails! 

Tandy Hills is beautiful in every season, with spring 

bringing an amazing display of wildflowers. Visits 

are free; the place is open all throughout the year. 

Right now, as we fight the Coronavirus pandemic, 

please help keep everyone safe—do not organize a 

group visit, and stay at least six feet away from other 

people who may be visiting.   

Tandy Hills includes prairie as well as belts and patches of trees, especially where water drains between the hills 

http://www.tandyhills.org
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Places to Go: Tandy Hills Natural Area, continued 

Michael Smith is a naturalist who has lived most of his life in North Texas. He has given talks on herpetology, led 

nature walks, and served as an officer in herpetological societies. He has written for Texas Parks & Wildlife Maga-

zine, co-authored the book Herping Texas, and has a second book expected in spring, 2020. He also works with 

children and young people as a licensed Psychological Associate. He blogs at www.livesinnature.com and can be 

reached at livesinnature@outlook.com. 

A couple of 

“prairie post-

cards” from Tandy 

Hills in the spring 

(photos by Don 

Young) 
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