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A Yellow Garden Spider seen at Southwest Nature Preserve

About Those Spiders ...

Hello Friend,

| hope that you have been able to have some time in the woods

and fields this summer. There has been so much to see and heatr.

The rain kept the flowers bloomingé so many different kinds and
so many colorg and all the plants grew and grew, as if there was
no limit.

And all those plants provided food for lots of insects! Some of
them feed on plants, sipping the nectar from flowers or eating
the leaves and stems. Others eat the plant-eating bugs. Either
way, more plants can support more insects.
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those incredible webs to catch insects to eat. Or, like the wolf spi-
ders, they just chase down the insect and eat it.

Speaking of spiders, some of you might be creeped out if you run
into a spider web, or just a little scared if you see one. As a kid, |
was more than a little scared. | had a scary rurtin with a taran-
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and it took some time before | could tolerate even being close to
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About Those Spiders,continued . .
alnvertebrates, & al nse

ou are, | want to mention some things that may help. o
y g y help All these words for creepycrawliesa

First, figure out how close you can be to a spider without whates the differenc
being very afraid, and then every time you get a chance, Invertebrate ,

PI® ®q] ® fz~-«j & ]| ro T ®0 < T¥af justheandan 8nlma§I withBut a backborfe 2
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pr ®g r®0 ®qj o0j]?® przz «z~pz worms, giasshoppers,jspiders, snails, jellyfish,j ®
purposely scare you (by pushing you toward one or any- and many more.

thing like that), just hang out with people who are trust- Insect

worthy. Once you feel OK being that close, then practice Those are invertebrates that have a hard out-

being a little closer. My fear got better because | was side skeleton and six legs, like grasshoppers,
determined to spend time in the field, looking for reptiles beetles, flies, and bees.

and amphibians, and that meant | had to be near a spi- Al

der once in a while. The fear got better, and | noticed Here is where you find the spiders, along with

that spiders really want to be left alone. scor pions, har velsegmsea) ,( &

vinegaroons, and others. Most have 8 legs,

and some have venom that can be delivered
When we are scared of spiders, it usually includes some through fangs (most spiders) or a stinger

H~228rj« ®q] ® ]2 | 6®alilbjtez r « ®r f(sCorpionis)y The Hanvesten®oakikind of like
you and have venom that could hurt you. Some people (like  spiders but their bodies are in one segment

Second, learn a little about these cool-&gged critters.

me) have a hard time with the idea that they will grab while spiderse bodies ar
: . harvestmen have no venoré they cannot hurt
and hold on with all those legs, running around on you and o
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]2~"1h0 r®bd« 2jlzz- ®2-r|p Eormdeinformation, visit thése-websites: O | ~ ®
me. https://www.livescience.com/22122-types-of-
spiders.html
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most do not and very often they do not bite if handled
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the woods, you can avoid getting a spider on you. In fact,
you can look at it up close or take a photé they usually

either stay put or move away.
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comfortable with.

- Michael

A jumping spidera kinda cute, huh?
(Photo by Meghan Cassidy)
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The Northern Cardinal

A songbird of

What are they?

Cardinal s, al so
with short, thick bills and a crest of feathers on top of the head.

Where are they found?

These birds can be found in open woodlands, thickets, forest
edges, and backyards in the eastern U.S., through almost all of
Texas, and down into Mexico.

What do they eat?

The Northern Ca ratlapredfor breaking aral k
eating seeds, and they also eat fruits such as grapes. They also
eat a variety of insects.

What is their behavior like?

They may look for food in lower branches or on the ground, but
often call from higher
cheer ,-BE chebhBli,ree or a-chipahpic ¢ i o c leei
donét migrate.

How do they reproduce?

Small, cupshaped nests are built in dense vegetation, and fe-
males lay from 2 to 5 pale, speckled eggs. The eggs hatch within
two weeks.

See:https://www.allaboutbirds.org/quide/Northern Cardinal/
overview
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https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Northern_Cardinal/overview
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